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In the eastern region of Oyvama City, there were
farm villages facing Kinugawa river which were
called Kuwa and Kinu village. From long ago,
sericulture was prosperous, and tsumugi (pongee)
was made as a by-product.

Even the yuki-tsumugi which was plain at first and
the shimzori (woven into stripes) which became in
fashion in the Edo period was popular between the
Edo merchants ‘and become renowned as a luxury
textile,

After that, at the en(_l of the Edo period, techniques
for high grade kasuri dying was adopted, and at the
end of the Meiji period, chijimiori (cotton crepe)
become popular, The male-orientated items up until
then expanded into women's unlined kimono and
production increased from the start to the middle of
the Showa period.

In 1956, Yuki-tsumugi's hiraori (plain fabric) was
made an important intangible cultural asset, and its
reputation became even more significant, and now
everyone recognizes it as a luxury textile.

[#EmAb 12, FR22F11A168 . 22 2D (AREES8H
FHF UL R BE) D AL R E R ERAVICE S AHD
EBRALREORE TR ERER InE L/

On the 16th of November, 2010, this was recorded
on UNESCO's (United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization) ‘representative list of ' Bl S e el
intangible cultural heritage of humanity’ based on the . UNESCO Listed Intanglble Cultural Heritage
safeguarding of intangible cultural heritage. , Honba Yuki- Tsumugl (Japanese Silk Weaving Technique)
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Oyama City Economics Department,
Industrial Development Division
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An Important Intangible Cultural Asset
“Honba Yuki-Tsumugi”

=
The three manufacturing processes
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The manufacturing processes which involve all
of the manual procedures which completed
Yuki-Tsumugi was appointed as an important
intangible cultural asset in 1956. However, the
manual procedures of (1) Spinning thread from silk
floss by hand, (2)In the case of adding kasuri
(splash patterns), dying by hand is performed,
(3) Weaving by using a jibata (a traditional
back-tension loom,) are specified requirements for

the important intangible cultural asset.
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Spinning Thread
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A tool called a ‘tsukushi’ for wreathing the
silk floss and made into ‘oboke” by hand with
no kinks.

]ib:.iti(traditional back-tension loom) Weaving

The most primitive weaving machine called the
‘jibata’ weaves the thread into fabric. The warp
affixed by the machine is hung on the waist and the
tension can by adjusted.

Kasuri Pattern Tying
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So that the parts that will become kasuri
(patterns) do not soak into dye, parts with
ink on it are tied up with cotton yarn.
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